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19th Organic World Congress - Call for Papers is Now Open  

 

The 19th Organic World Congress of IFOAM - Organics International,  
taking place from 09 - 11 November 2017 in India, now opens its Call for Papers. 

 
Every three years sector stakeholders come together at the Organic World Congress (OWC), the worldôs largest and 
most significant organic gathering, to discuss and deliberate the issues of the day.  

The 19
th

 OWC is structured in four conference tracks: Main Track, Farmers Track, Scientific Track, and Marketing 

Track. 
  
The Main Track, composed of two parallel sessions, is a series of public discussions and debates by leaders from the 

organic movement on how we can best promote and implement the organic agenda.  The overarching theme is 
ñGlobal Adoption of Organic Principles for Truly Sustainable Agriculture' and the audience is invited to contribute to 

strategic discussions with the panel experts. 
  
The Farmersô Track provides a forum to highlight farmersô work in organic especially with regards to innovations used 

on their farms. Presentations will be on the topics of Seeds & Biodiversity, Soil Fertility & Health, Soil Life & Plant 
Health, and Ecological Farming Practices & Systems. 
 
The Scientific Track is a platform where research results are presented and discussed in 20 sessions of 1.5 hours 

each. Papers must link to scientific disciplines such as soil, plant, animal, or economics. All papers should give at 
least an outline of how the research presented contributes to Organic 3.0 - The next phase of organic development. 
  
The Marketing Track discusses innovative ideas for shortening value chains, for systems that build trust between 

actors, for promising marketing methods and for organic and fair trade alliance building. Papers are called for that deal 
with emerging trends in quality assurance, e.g. PGS (Participatory Guarantee Systems), CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture), fair trade and other alternative and integrative systems. 
  
More information on the OWC and and the Call for Papers.  
  
Please note, the deadline for submissions is 30 September 2016.  

  

http://ifoam.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75bdff144a46c1e451eecde10&id=f04cd9609e&e=53c33f5c28
http://ifoam.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=75bdff144a46c1e451eecde10&id=721ed9a4a1&e=53c33f5c28
http://ifoam.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=75bdff144a46c1e451eecde10&id=2979c12aef&e=53c33f5c28
https://owc.ifoam.bio/2017
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Letter from the President, May 2016  

Dear ISOFAR members and friends, 

I hope that you are all well and able to work in a peaceful and healthy environment, and 

can do respected work for Organic Farming. This is the world we need for our wishes and 

children. To dream about and work for a better world. But, the world today seems not as 

peacefull and healthy as we would like to have. 

More than 60 Million refugees ï the highest number ever counted ï are searching for a better life. Due to 

increasing numbers of wars and destroyed livelihoods (degradation, pollution, and poverty) mainly in Asia 

and Africa, more and more people move to other areas, countries and even continents (e.g. Europe, USA). 

They leave home, not voluntarily, and with a lot of fear. Still there are ï and increasing ï 800 Million 

hungry people on Earth. The El Nino phenomenon 2015 has impacts on agriculture and resulted in 

severely bad harvests particularly in Eastern and Southern Africa, 2016 is not clear yet. Climate change 

becomes an obvious reality for many fragile farming systems, despite all countries have promised to fight 

against this change and keep the global warming below 1.5 °C. 

Annually, 100 billion US-Dollar have been promised for adaptation and mitigation in poor countries, but 

will this do? Population growth is still a major challenge for many poor countries, because it eats the 

economic growth. On the other side of these negative messages ï which can and should fear us ï only few 

people own the wealth of the Earth, obesity is increasing, and we continue to exploit natural and fossil 

resources for advantages of already wealthy people. This is not fair, but it is reality. My fear is, that the 

final fights for resources and livelihood have already started. Nationalism, radicalism and terrorism) 

dominate the political news everywhere on the Earth. What is Organic Agriculture in such a critical 

phase? I have the wish and hope: ĂA lot!". Shall we give up and say: ĂBecause there are so many 

problems, we stop our activities and wait for better times?" I say: no, just now we must contribute to solve 

the problems. 

As many of you know, I have moved for some years to work in Ethiopia and Africa to support actions to 

make more food: enough, healthy and affortable. That is not easy but makes me motivated. That is also a 

life of a scientist, to bring knowledge into practice. I am more than ever before convinced that Organic 

Agriculture can help to solve future challenges and already offers good suggestions and answers, which 

will work, especially for poor and remote farming conditions. I know, that many of you have changed 

your positions and duties. That is good and helps to change the world towards better conditions. 

Nevertheless, there are also many good news for our intentions. Many people on the Earth fight, act and 

shop for a better world. Organic is growing well, as we could see at BioFach Nueremberg in February 

2016. 80 Billion US-Dollar and 42 Million hectares are figures we can be proud of. Many countries put 

Organic on their political agenda and research funding grows, slowly but constantly. That does not mean, 

that we should be happy with the development. More is needed. But it is also clear: Organic is not a 

political niche anymore. It is forcing and challenging conventional farming as well. Together, organic and 

conventional can solve future problems, when we learn from each other instead of fighting each other. 
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Upcoming scientific track at the 19th OWC 

ISOFAR representatives have worked in cooperation with TIPI and NCOF colleagues to develop the 

scientific track of the coming 19th Organic World Congress, November 9-11, 2017 in New Delhi, India 

(OWC17; https://owc.ifoam.bio/2017). The OWC and its scientific track will be a good place to discuss 

about the potential of Organic Agriculture to solve the future challenges. Therefore the topic is ĂAn 

Organic World through an Organic India", based on the IFOAM strategy ĂOrganic 3.0 - The next phase of 

organic development". 

The Scientific Track is the track of the OWC where research results are presented and discussed. Papers 

must link to scientific disciplines such as soil, plant, animal, or economics. All papers should give at least 

an outline of how the research presented contributes to answer to the question: "How does your research 

contribute to go Organic 3.0?". Further, it should address at least one of the following issues in the 

summary and discussion: 

1 Feeding the world (productivity, efficiency); 

2 Minimizing food chain induced global changes (ecology); 

3 Respect for ethical and cultural issues (ethics); 

4 Improvement of the quality and health benefits of food (quality); 

5 How to make organic prosper and be profitable (economics); 

6 Better cooperation among global research communities (networking). 

The Call for Papers is open until September 30, 2016, facilitated by an easy online platform: 

https://owc.ifoam.bio/users/sign_in , where papers can be uploaded. All accepted papers will be uploaded 

to Organic E-prints, if accepted by the authors. Papers will be complete papers between 2 and maximum 4 

pages, A4, with the outline Title, Author names, Abstract, Introduction, Material and methods, Results, 

Discussion, Summary, References. For the review, following criteria will be used for selection of oral 

papers and posters: 

1. Does the research address organic farming? 

2. Does the paper fulfill scientific standards? 

3. Does the paper provide solutions to future challenges? 

4. Does the paper represent diversity in terms of regions, gender, ages and topics? 

 

Accepted papers will be presented and discussed in 20 sessions of 1.5 hours each, and must link to the 

ordinary scientific disciplines (i.e. soil, plant, animal, economics, social) which will be the well known 

session titles. 

Regards 

Prof. Dr. Gerold Rahmann 

President of ISOFAR 

  

http://www.ifoam.bio/en/organic-policy-guarantee/organic-30-next-phase-organic-development
http://www.ifoam.bio/en/organic-policy-guarantee/organic-30-next-phase-organic-development
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National Organic Farming Research Institute in Sikkim, 

India  

 

Shri Radha Mohan Singh, Union Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare Minister of India, announced on 

10th February 2016 the establishment of National Organic Farming Research Institute (NOFRI) at 

Gangtok, Sikkim during 87th Annual General Meeting of Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 

Sikkim - a state in Indiaôs North Eastern hill region has recently been declared as the first organic state in 

the country.The organic research institute will promote research and education on organic farming, and 

provide research and technological backstopping to organic production systems, especially in the North 

East Hills Region of India. 

The institute will undertake basic, strategic and adaptive research on efficient, economically viable and 

environmentally sustainable organic farming systems for improving productivity, resource use efficiencies 

and quality of produce. Besides, it will impart vocational and advanced training to stakeholders for 

promotion of organic farming in the country. Required financial resources, manpower and infrastructure 

facilities will be made available accordingly. 

Author  

Dr. Mahesh Chander 

Division of Extension Education 

Indian Veterinary Research Institute 

Izatnagar-243122 (UP) INDIA 

Tel: +91 581 2302391  

Fax: +91 581 2303284 

E-mail drmahesh.chander@gmail.com 

  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=136282
mailto:drmahesh.chander@gmail.com
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National programs on organic farming in India  

The Indian Institute of Farming System Research, Modipuram, Meerut is operating two projects 

on organic agriculture.The first is the National Network Programme on Organic Farming, another 

is All Indian Coordinated Project on Integrated Farming Systems. 

Both collaborate with agricultural universities for research in this area 

(http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=138185). In addition, the OWC 2017 partner 

National Centre for Organic Farming (NCOF), Ghaziabad is working on promotion of organic 

farming through its regional centres. This institution is working for human resource development, 

technology transfer, production, production of organic quality agri-inputs and distribution. 

Analyses of bio-fertilizers and organic manures is also performed by NCOF. The standardization 

of the quality of organic manures and promotion of organic farming is also done. All in all, the 

Government of India has shown high commitment for organic agriculture research and 

development activities.' 

  

Author  

Dr. Mahesh Chander 
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RECENT NATIONAL EVENTS ON ORGANIC 

AGRICULTURE IN NIGERIA  

Nigeria ï population and agriculture 
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa, with 170 million people. Agriculture provides 

employment for 70% of the population, and contributes by 32% to the gross domestic product 

(GDP). The total area comprises 91 million ha land area out of which 82 mill. is arable, but only 

42 mill. is cultivated. In 2007, Nigeria had 3,154 ha certified organic land and no data on 

producers. By 2014, certified organic land had increased to 9,521 ha with 597 producers. 

 

Map of Nigeria showing the neighbouring countries 

11th NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ORGANIC AGRICULTURE ORGANISED BY 

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE PROJECT IN TERTIARY INSTI TUTIONS IN NIGERIA 

(OAPTIN)  

Background 

The 11th National Conference on Organic Agriculture with the theme "Promoting Organic 

Agriculture for Nigeria's Socio-Economic Development and Environmental Health" was 

successfully held during November 23-26, 2015 at the Federal University of Technology (FUT), 

Minna, Niger State, Nigeria. 23 full members and 9 students participated in the Conference. A 
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courtesy visit was paid to the Vice Chancellor (Prof. M. Akanji) in his office by the National 

Officers of OAPTIN before the opening ceremony. 

 

Courtesy visit of the National Officers of Organic Agriculture Project in Tertiary.Institutions in 

Nigeria  

(OAPTIN) to the Vice Chancellor (Prof. M.A. Akanji) of FUT, Minna. 

The key note address was delivered by Prof. G.O. Adeoye, the former President of the 

Association of Organic Agriculture Practitioners of Nigeria (NOAN). The highpoint of the 

opening ceremony was the launching of Volume 3 of the Journal of Organic Agriculture and 

Environment (JOAEN), published by OAPTIN. 
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Prof. M. Akanji (VC of FUT, Minna) launching Volume 3 of Journal of Organic Agriculture and 

Environment  

(JOAEN) published by OAPTIN. 

https://www.futminna.edu.ng/index.php/news/item/328-don-charges-government-on-organic-

agriculture-development  

Scientific track 
ISOFAR board member, Prof. Dr. Victor Olowe gave one of two key presentations of the 

scientific track, entiteled "Enhancing the productivity of organic agriculture in Nigeria: Role of 

Research". Prof. Isaac Aiyelaagbe gave the other keynote, entiteled "Promoting organic 

agriculture for Nigeria's socio-economic development and environmental health: Role of 

Capacity Building". Further, 40 scientific papers were delivered on agronomy, horticulture and 

plant health by scientists and students. 

https://www.futminna.edu.ng/index.php/news/item/328-don-charges-government-on-organic-agriculture-development
https://www.futminna.edu.ng/index.php/news/item/328-don-charges-government-on-organic-agriculture-development
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Prof. Suleiman Sadiku, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Administration) in white dress and 

some participants  

after a plenary session.  

MANY NEW MEMBERS FOR ISOFAR  

At every local, national and international event in Nigeria during 2015, a brief presentation of 

ISOFAR activities was made. This work has been fruitful indeed: 66 new individual members 

and 8 students joined ISOFAR, from Nigeria as well as other African countries. 

ORGANISATION OF STAKEHOLDERS FORUM  
The national umbrella body for organic agriculture in Nigeria, NOAN held four stakeholders' 

events during 2015. Locations were Lagos on August 12, Abuja on October 12, 
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Participants at stakeholders forum held at Lagos State Agriculrural Development Authority headquater 
on Oct. 21, 2015. 
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Participants at the Stakeholders forum held in Abuja on Oct. 12, 2015. 

University of Ibadan, Ibadan on November 11, and Oyo Agricultural development program office 

at Ibadan on December 14. 

All events were well attended by management staff of agricultural development programs, 

industry and business leaders, scientists and more. The annual General Meeting of NOAN was 

held on November 19, and eight national officers were elected for the next two years (2016 -

2017), with an excellent gender balance- four male and four female. Prof. Victor Olowe was 

elected as the new NOAN President. The stakeholders' forum provided updates on curriculum 

developed on Ecological Organic Agriculture (EOA) at different levels, to mainstream EOA into 

the curricula of major higher educational institutions in the continent. Based on 10 institutions 

reviewed in Nigeria, it has been concluded that: 

1. EOA is indirectly included in the curricula of most higher educational institutions, but no 
institution offers a full course in EOA 

2. The institutions are generally stronger in crop topics than animal topics, and at graduate level, 
EOA related courses in animal science are much fewer than crop based courses 
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3. There is a need to increase the awareness about EOA at the institutions 
4. Specialized universities of agriculture are better suited to marshal EOA into the current 

curriculas. 
5. Lack of qualified and trained faculty members in organic agriculture is hindering the adoption of 

courses and programs on this topic in in the curricula of the institutions. 

www.noanigeria.net  

www.eoa-africa.org  

www.orgfarmob.org  

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bh!b ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŀǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ LōŀŘŀƴΣ LōŀŘŀƴ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ нлмр 

http://www.noanigeria.net/
http://www.eoa-africa.org/
http://www.orgfarmob.org/
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tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bh!b ǎ ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŀǘ hȅƻ {ǘŀǘŜ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀl Development Program  
headquarter at Ibadan on December 14, 2015 
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Some of the new National Officers of the Association of Organic Agriculture Practitioners of 

Nigeria  

(NOAN) for 2016 ï 2018. In the middle, Prof. Victor Olowe, board member of ISOFAR and 

President of NOAN. 

 

Author 

Prof. Dr. Victor I. Olowe 

Agronomist 

Institute of Food Security, Environmental Resources and Agricultural Research (IFSERAR), Federal 

University of Agriculture, Abeokuta (FUNAAB), P.M.B. 2240, Abeokuta, Nigeria owebaba@yahoo.com, 

olowevio@funaab.edu.ng +234 803 3928 111 

www.funaab.edu.ng  

  

mailto:owebaba@yahoo.com
mailto:olowevio@funaab.edu.ng
http://www.funaab.edu.ng/
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Country Report: Tunisia 2016  

Tunisia is an interesting example of a country where a strong public support for organic 

agriculture has contributed significantly to develop a strong organic sector, including 

research to support organic production and processing and exports.  

Development of Organic Agriculture in Tunisia 

The organic movement in Tunisia started in the 1980s and was based on private initiatives. 

However, the development of the sector was very slow until 1999 when the government launched 

a national strategy for organic agriculture (OA) that covered several key areas. These included a 

legislative basis for organic farming, together with support for research, education and training, 

extension, organization, structure and promotion.  

Under this program the government bears 30% of all the costs regarding the conversion of farms 

to organic production and 70% of the expenses for certification and inspections. This has led to 

significant growth in Tunisiaôs organic sector.  

The main growth areas have been in the production of organic olive and dates, crops that are 

relatively easy to grow organically. At the same time there has also been an increase in the 

volume of certified almonds, vegetables, citrus fruits, medicinal plants, honey and jojoba coming 

onto the market. Tunisiaôs organic sector ranks as the second most developed in Africa and 24
th
 

worldwide (Heinze, 2012). 

Performance of Tunisiaôs Organic Sector 

From 1997 onward, because of government support, OA in Tunisia evolved from individual 

producersô operations to a sector backed with state-facilitated institutions, programmatic and 

market development activities, and explicit nationwide policy supports and measures. This sector 

also witnessed a remarkable turnaround in terms of the increase in certified organic 

farmland (Fig. 1), the number of organic farmers (Fig. 2) and organically cultivated crops; these 

facts are reflected in the following organic key sector performance data (Ben Khedher, 2012). 
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Fig. 1. Total Certified Organic Area (Ha) in Tunisia (MAHRF, 2013) 

 

Fig. 2. Total Number of Certified Organic Farmers in Tunisia (MAHRF, 2013) 
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In addition, and as shown in Fig. 3, Tunisiaôs export earnings from OA produce has been on the 

rise as well, experiencing an impressive growth between 2004 and 2012.  

 

Fig. 3. Tunisiaôs Organic Export Value (Millions TND) (MAHRF, 2013) 

The export organic crops and products include olive oil, dates, almond, vegetables, jojoba, fruit 

trees, dried fruits, grain crops, palm trees, aromatic and medicinal crops, and honey (The 

Technical Centre of Organic Agriculture (CTAB), 2013). 

 

Organic date palm trees  

(Ben Alaya Oueslati et al. 2006) 
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Organic olive trees 

  

To give added value to Tunisian organic products, the Tunisian government has created in 2010 a 

logo óBio Tunisiaô as the hallmark of the countryôs organic products (JORT, 2010). It has allowed 

the value and benefits of all organic products to be communicated to consumers both nationally 

and abroad. 

 

Logo of Tunisian organic products  

(JORT, 2010)  
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Institutionalization and Specialized Institutions 

The institutionalization of the OA sector in Tunisia arose from the creation of specialized central 

and regional level administrative government agencies and technical institutions. These include 

(1) the National Commission for Organic Agriculture; (2) the Technical Centre of Organic 

Agriculture; (3) The Regional Center of Research in Horticulture and Organic Agriculture; and, 

(4) The General Directorate of Organic Farming inside Tunisian Ministry of Agriculture. These 

specialized government OA establishments are tasked with well-defined and structured 

responsibilities aimed at promoting and advancing the development of the countryôs organic 

sector.  

Their activity areas span the design and provision of extension services, the organization of 

capacity building trainings and the conduct of research covering different aspects of organic 

operations. Furthermore, they are engaged in activities  coordinating and regulating the organic 

sector. These include but are not limited to: overseeing and auditing the activities of organic 

certification and inspection bodies to ensure compliance with existing regulations; the 

organization of promotional activities aimed at increasing the adoption of organic farming 

systems and boosting public awareness about buying and eating organic products; the 

dissemination of information and the transfer of technology to organic farmers to help boost their 

productivity; and the creation and maintenance of a database that contains the inventory of 

organic operations in the country as well as sector performance information (Morgera et al., 

2012). 

Another governmental body involved in the development of the organic sector is the Institution 

de la Recherche et de lôEnseignement Sup®rieur Agricoles (Institution of Research and Higher 

Agricultural Education (IRESA)). IRESA is an institution under the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Hydraulic Resources, and Fisheries (MAHRF) and it is responsible for coordinating almost all 

agricultural academic and research institutes in the country as well as their research activities 

(IRESA, 2010).  
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To foster the development of the organic sector, IRESA created a body known as the National 

Commission for Planning and Evaluation of Organic agriculture Research. Its activities include 

working with all the stakeholders involved in the organic sector to discuss their operational 

problems and constraints with a view to work out how they can be addressed through research 

activities. Through this body, IRESA also works with the research teams and institutions under 

its coordination to develop and fund research projects on topics that are considered crucial for the 

growth of the sector. In addition, through this body, IRESA engages in the evaluation of the 

outcomes of government funded OA research. In collaboration with CTAB and the Organic 

Agriculture Regional Networks, IRESA also coordinates the transfer of OA technology to 

stakeholders (Ben Khedher, pers. comm. 2013) and organizes human capacity development 

trainings for OA technicians and farmers (Ben Salah, 2007). 

Organic Agriculture Research and Training  

The Tunisian government made provisions for other research and training activities on OA, 

including compulsory OA courses at all higher agronomic institutes of learning. Similarly, master 

degree programs in Sustainable Agriculture and Protection in OA have been developed and 

offered in some of the higher institutions of learning in the country. These programs serve the 

dual purpose of training students on OA and as a way of researching organic production systems 

(Ben Khedher, 2012; Belkhiria, 2008). Equally, a diploma program in OA was developed to 

provide professional trainings for stakeholders involved in the countryôs organic sector. This 

program is jointly conducted by the Agence de Promotion des Investissements Agricoles 

(Agricultural Investment Promotion Agency, APIA) and the Agricultural Training and Extension 

Agency, AVFA (Kilcher and Belkhiria, 2011). 

In addition, through a technical collaboration with FAO, Tunisia established an organic school 

for farmers, which is focused on providing training for farmers based on the farmers field school 

model. The project, which started as a pilot has since been replicated by the Tunisian government 

following its huge impact in helping organic farmers with their production activities. 
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Organic farmer field school (Maamer & Nabli, 2006) 

  

Composting demonstration at the Organic farmer field school  

(Maamer & Nabli, 2006) 


